® Tests of Will: The Battle over Grad Exams Isn't Helping Students

® Tests Are Still the Right Idea

nd reading skills needed to go to college or get a job....
[Education Secretary Gerald] Zahorchak has a plan to again make a diploma mean something by
creating graduation tests in core subjects such as reading, writing, math, science, and social
studies....Pennsylvania needs to raise the bar on graduation requirements. The legislature should
work with the administration to make it happen.”

- The Philadelphia Inquirer, June 15, 2009

® Exit exams: Testing Necessary, but Logjam Prevails

“A complaint among businesses around the state is that many of the freshly minted high school
graduates each year simply do not have the skills needed for employment. Echoing that concern,
colleges and universities say they must provide remedial instruction in reading, writing and math
to a large segment of their incoming freshmen. This newspaper has supported the idea of a
graduation test as a step forward in making educational improvements in the state. As Senate
Education Committee Chairman Jeffrey Piccola, (R-Dauphin County) also said to editorial board
members this week, these tests would assure residents the schools they fund through taxes are
making the grade.”

- The Patriot-News, May 28, 2009




