° they used measures such as attendance or good citizenship

to determine whether a student should graduate. And some used scores on unrelated subjects
such as science, English, or American government to determine math or reading proficiency,
or did not show that their assessments set clear standards for proficiency,” reports The
Philadelphia Inquirer.

® “Regulators and lawmakers should take the PSU study results as further evidence that the state
should establish comprehensive graduation standards and testing,” says The Scranton
Times-Tribune edit board.

® “Some districts said they didn't have a local assessment,” reports The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

® “Loophole ... lets each district develop its own local graduation test to replace the PSSA tests,”
says The Chambersburg Public Opinion.

® “ . poor-scoring students [under current system] are permitted to take alternative tests which
the Penn State study finds dubious,” reports The Allentown Morning Call.

® “It's long overdue,” Somerset Area School District Superintendent Dr. David Pastrick tells The
Daily American. “l| asked the board what has taken them so long. Our current system is failing
many students. The Pennsylvania graduation competency assessments, as proposed, are the
missing piece.”

e “The study found there are districts that measure reading skills in ways that do not involve
actual reading—by testing vocabulary, for example. Some districts’ graduation assessments
give students credit for their attendance, course grades or good citizenship,” reported The

Associated Press.




