To get a family-supporting job, a good education matters more now than ever.

® |In 1950, 73% of U.S. jobs were classified unskilled, 10% skilled, and 16% professional.
e In 2004, jobs were 467 skilled, 30% professional, 24% unskilled.
e Without a quality education, Pennsylvanians are unqualified for 70% of today's jobs.

Unfortunately, many Pennsylvania high school students are not getting the
education they need to succeed in college and the workforce.

e A PA Education Department study shows 25% of students enrolling at state universities, and
33% at community colleges, need remedial courses; students, their families, and taxpayers
spent $26.5 million getting these students up to speed in 2006-2007.

® An Education Week report shows PA trails 25 states in the percent of adults with
post-secondary degrees, and 20 states in the percent of adults with incomes at or above the
national average.

e Almost two of five PA students getting diplomas failed the state’s reading, writing, and math
tests.

Why? Pennsylvania has no statewide graduation standard. Most Pennsylvanians,
62%, think the state now has uniform graduation requirements, and 56% back
such a standard. This support rises to:

® 67% when residents know the cost of remedial college courses.
® 667% when residents know 2 of 5 high school grads failed the state’s reading, math, and

writing tests.




